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letters 


Send us your letters. Criticisms or 
praises; we would like to hear them 
all! Do you have suggestions regar- 
ding the content of FAMOUS 
NEWS — something you dislike, 
like or would like to see in it? Write 
and let us know. Please note that no 
anonymous letters will be con- 
sidered for publication. 


More Laudatory 
Letters From 
our Patrons 


The assistant manager singled out 
for his outstanding courtesy in the 
following letter is Brad Phill who, at 
the time, was relief assistant 
manager at the Colony, Winnipeg. 
His regular position is assistant 
manager at the Polo Park Cinemas 
in Winnipeg. The letter was received 
by Winnipeg District Manager Brian 
Cameron. 


Dear Sir, 

I am having my daughter type this 
letter to thank you and to inform 
you of the type of management you 
have employed at one of your 
theatres. Saturday, February 20, my 
wife and I attended ‘‘Shoot the 
Moon’’ at the Colony Theatre. 
There I came across one of the most 
helpful and polite young men that I 
have ever had the pleasure to meet 
at any theatre in this city. 

Firstly, I should explain, I am a 
war veteran confined to a 
wheelchair. That particular night we 
*phoned ahead to inquire as to the 
number of stairs in the theatre. We 
were told by the cashier that we 
would have to go up about ten steps, 
but that the assistant manager and 
doorman would help me. We were 
hesitant, but decided to give it a try. 

Upon arrival we were greeted by a 
young man who, I believe, was the 
assistant manager. He was kind and 
polite; instructed the doorman as to 
how he too could help, and got me 
upstairs without any discomfort. He 
then found seats for us — helped me 
into mine and took the wheelchair 
away. When the show ended, he 
promptly brought the wheelchair 
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back, helped me into it and down 
the stairs into the lobby. I could tell 
he knew how to handle a wheel- 
chair; he continually asked if every- 
thing was alright and flatly refused a 
financial reward at the end of the 
evening. He helped us out the door 
and bid us goodnight. 

My wife and I don’t get out to the 
movies too often but, because of 
this incident, we will certainly try to 
do so more often. It was a pleasure 
to come across someone who is so 
polite and helpful. You should be 
proud to have this gentleman as a 
part of your company. I’m sorry I 
didn’t ask the young man his name, 
but I believe the doorman called him 
Brad. 

I would like to thank you again 
for having such a nice assistant at 
one of your theatres. In this world 
of inconsiderate and uncaring peo- 
ple, it was a pleasure to come 
across, finally, someone who cared. 

A satisfied and thankful 
customer, 

Mr. G. Arnett 

Winnipeg 


In the following letter, David Meek, 
doorman, Fine Arts Cinema in Van- 
couver, is the staff member who 
merits honorable mention. Manager 
Doug Rickett received the letter. 


Dear Sir: 


I was in the Fine Arts Cinema 
Saturday, February 13, for the se- 


cond (9:30) showing of the movie 
‘‘French Lieutenant’s Woman.’’ 
Toward the end of the movie [| 
became ill and had to leave my seat. 
I blacked out and would have fallen 
down the stairs if the young man on 
duty that night had not assisted me. 

I wanted you to know how very 
impressed I was with the young 
man. He was extremely kind and ef- 
ficient, and acted in a most respon- 
sible manner in an emergency situa- 
tion. I feel that you should be proud 
to have such creditable people on 
your staff. 

Unfortunately I did not get the 
young man’s name as I would have 
liked to thank him personally. 
Perhaps you would be so kind as to 
pass along my thanks to him. 

Thank you again. 

Yours sincerely, 

S.E. Griffin (Mrs.) 

North Vancouver 


A young couple who took their 
three-month-old baby to the movies 
were warned by the usher, ‘‘If the 
baby cries, you’ll have to leave. 
We'll give you your money back.”’ 

After watching the show for a 
half hour, the husband asked: 
**How do you like the movie?’’ 

**It’s rotten,’’ said his wife. 

“I think so, too,’’ he agreed. 
‘Pinch the baby.’’ 


As ‘the Spook’ Sees It... 


NOW SHOWING |, 


“TAPS... 


THE PromBERsS 
NIGHTMARE ” 


STARRING 
WOR RIENCH 
AND 


Getm Buxetr |} 


COMING SOON 


(QUEST FOR FIRE 


Montreal Holds 
Benefit Premiere 


Centre, Quest Director Jean-Jacques Annaud; to his right, background, Executive Producer 
Michael Gruskoff; Cast: left, Everett McGill and Rae Dawn Chong; right, Ron Perlman and 


Nameer EI]-Kadi. 


The North American 
premiere of Twentieth 
Century-Fox’s Quest for 
Fire was held at the Im- 
perial Theatre, Montreal, 
Wednesday, February 10. 


The premiere was a Gala Benefit 
for The World Film Festival with 
tickets selling at $100.00 per seat. 
Ticket price included dinner and 
dancing at the Hyatt-Regency Hotel 
following the performance. 

Co-producers John Kemeny and 
Denis Héroux were introduced in a 
brief ceremony preceding the 
screening along with Director Jean- 
Jacques Annaud and the four prin- 
cipal stars: Everett McGill; Rae 


Dawn Chong; Ron Perlman and 
Nameer El-Kadi. 

The glittering black-tie audience 
included Federal Communications 
Minister Francis Fox, Serge Losique 
and Madame Denise Filiatrault, 
President and Honorary President, 
respectively, of The World Film 
Festival. Also in attendance were 
scores of notables from the media 
and film world, the performing arts, 
and the financial and business com- 
munity. 

Manageress Mme. Mariette 
Morin and her staff were proud 
hosts indeed as they welcomed the 
capacity crowd of first-nighters to 
the beautifully refurbished Imperial 
Theatre. 

Famous Players Limited and The 
Royal Bank of Canada are substan- 
tial investors in the production. 


a 


Quest Co-producer Denis Héroux and wife 
Justine. 


Mr. & Mrs. Harold Greenberg, Astral 
Bellevue Pathé Inc. 


Right, Francis Fox, Minister of Communica- 
tions, chats with Serge Losique, President, 
The World Film Festival. 
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(QUEST FOR FIRE 


Glamour and Glitter Galore 
at Toronto Premiere 


Trio of stars, Nameer El-Kadi, Everett McGill and Ron Perlman greeted by University 
Manager, Barry Browne, back to camera. 


A star-studded evening 
that ranked with the most 
glamourous Hollywood 
premiere, took place 
February 12 at Toronto’s 
University Theatre. 


The VIP audience included Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau; 
Toronto Mayor Art Eggleton; 
Sherry Lansing, President of the 
20th Century-Fox Productions and 
John Davis, representing the Davis 
family, owners of the Fox studio. 

Co-producers Denis Héroux and 
John Kemeny, Director Jean- 
Jacques Annaud, as well as the stars 
of the film — Everett McGill, Rae 
Dawn Chong, Ron Perlman and 
Nameer El-Kadi were on hand to 
receive the plaudits of the crowd. 

Many other well-known cele- 
brities such as Suzanne Sommers, 
husband Alan Hamel, and Burton 
Cummings thrilled the throngs of 
on-lookers as they alighted from 
their limousines. 

It was an autograph-seekers 
delight and hundreds jammed the 
sidewalk in front of the theatre to 
catch a glimpse of the beautiful peo- 
ple as they arrived. 

Following the premiere, the 
guests moved from the University 
Theatre to a special Gala Party at 
the Four Seasons Hotel. 

The elegant affair ranks as one of 
the most grandiose events in Canad- 
ian film history. A worthy launch- 
ing indeed for a film which has gone 
on to break boxoffice records 
wherever it has played. 
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*“Quest’’ stars Everett McGill (left), and Ron Perlman pose at the Post-Premiere Party with at tractive admirers from left: 


Josie Cuda of Tribute Magazine, Laura Black and Debbie Moody. 


Suzanne Sommers and husband Alan Hamel are interviewed by Global TV’s Bob MacAdorey. 


Prime Minister Trudeau toasts ‘‘Quest for Fire’’ co-producer John Kemeny while Suzanne 
Sommers and theatre Manager Barry Browne share the happy moment. 


Rae Dawn Chong with Canadian film pro- 
ducer Bill Marshall, left, and Toronto Mayor 
Art Eggleton and Mrs. Eggleton. 


Ron Perlman autographs his life-size 
Photograph in University lobby. 


Melanie star, Burton Cummings, at ‘‘Quest 
for Fire”’ gala poses with Daria Hryn of 20th 
Century-Fox’s Toronto Office. 
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‘‘Chariots of Fire’’ Star Receives 
Special Award for Film’s Festival Success 


In a brief ceremony Monday 
evening, March 22, at Toronto’s 
Towne Cinema, Mayor Art Eggle- 
ton presented ‘‘Chariots of Fire’’ 
star, Ben Cross, with a plaque 
saluting the box office hit that 
started its run for fame by winning 
the Best Picture Award at the 1981 
Festival of Festivals last September. 

Ben Cross, who plays the Jewish 
runner in the film, accepted the 
award on behalf of the producers 
and said how delighted they all were 
that Toronto had taken the picture 
to its heart. He hoped the Academy 
Award voters would do the same. 

Following the screening, a party 
was held at the Four Seasons Hotel 
(scene of next year’s Famous Con- 
vention), with media people joining 
film executives and relatives of the 
real-life runners living in the Toron- 
to area. 

*‘Chariots,’’ now in its sixth 
month at the Towne, has opened gen Cross, star of ‘‘Chariots of Fire,’’ is shown with his wife, Penny, holding a plaque 
just as successfully in a number of _ presented to him by the Mayor of Toronto. Flanking him are Krishna Ahuja, Manager, Towne 


Toronto theatres and across the cir- Cinema; Diana Schwalm, Director of Publicity, Warner Bros., and Dudley Dumond, Toronto 
cuit. District Manager. 
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Singer/Songwriter 
Burton 
Cummings 

in Toronto for 
**Melanie’’ 
Premiere 


Canada’s popular singer/com- 
poser Burton Cummings made a 
number of appearances in Van- 
couver, Calgary, Winnipeg and 
Toronto to promote the opening of 
**Melanie’’ in which he makes his 
screen debut. Cummings also wrote — 
the music for this Canadian produc- ( 
tion released by 20th Century-Fox. Burton Cummings with his new bride Sheryl, left, and Donann Cavin who plays a supporting F 


Following the Toronto Premiere role in ‘“Melanie,”’ pose happily with Don Watts and Doug Pinder of F.P. Advertising Depart- i 
the talented sing er surprise a ae ment at press reception following Toronto premiere. : 


delighted the press and guests by 
entertaining them at a party in his 


honour at the Sutton Place Hotel. Pee 6 be AL RO ‘ 


te agen RR NE 
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Famous Players-Finananced 
Films Win Top Genie 


Awards 


SES 


Nick Mancuso is overjoyed to receive his 
Genie Award for Best Leading Actor in 
‘*Ticket to Heaven.’”’ 


Saul Rubinek received Best Supporting Actor 


Award for his role in ‘‘Ticket to Heaven.’’ 


An elated Gilles Carle receives his Best Direc- 


tor Genie Award for ‘‘Les Plouffes.”’ 


eee SS ssssesssssususssssssnsnssssssnsnasnsssssse 


Famous Players is happy to have 
participated in the financing of 
three of the year’s top Canadian 
films. 

These three films, ‘‘Ticket to 
Heaven,’’ ‘‘Les Plouffes’? (The 
Plouffe Family),and ‘‘Heartaches’’ 
garnered a total of 14 Genie 
Awards. 

“‘Ticket to Heaven’’ was judged 
Best Picture, with Best Leading Ac- 
tor Nick Mancuso; Best Supporting 
Actor Saul Rubinek, and Best Film 
Editing accounting for its four 
awards. 


“‘Les Plouffes’’ swept a total of 
seven Genies topped by the Best 
Director Award to Gilles Carle. 

‘‘Heartaches’’ won the Best 
Leading Actress Award for Margot 
Kidder; Best Foreign Actress for 
Annie Potts, and Best Original 
Screenplay. 

The 3rd Annual Genie Awards 
were presented March 3 at 
Toronto’s Royal Alexandra Theatre 
and televised live by the CBC across 
Canada. 

An impressive array of Canadian 
and International stars presented 


and received awards throughout the 
evening. 

The line-up of stars included 
Glenn Ford; Peter Ustinov; Robert 
Carradine; Chris Makepeace; Alan 
Arkin; Mariette Hartley; Gale 
Garnett; Nick Mancuso; Saul 
Rubinek; Gordon Pinsent; Marie 
Tifo; Nicholas Campbell; Michael 
Ironside; Al Waxman; Frank 
Augustyn; Karen Kain; Henry 
Beckman; and Pierre Lamy who 
was the winner of the Air Canada 
Award for outstanding contribu- 

continued on next page. 
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Genie Awards 


Continued 


tions to the Canadian film industry. 
This award was won the previous 
year by George Destounis. 

Everyone at the sumptuous party 
following the ceremonies agreed 
that this had been a bumper year for 
Canadian productions, and Famous 
Players is proud of its involvement 
in these successes. 


EI LS OAR LSE AEN RTI FREE RED BERETS 


REPESES 


EN 


Peter Ustinov, international star, presented Glenn Ford returned to his native Canada to 
one of the Genies. participate in the awards ceremony. 


SPPAPL TAPE ta 


SPR QES TE 


nay 


Roc ROOTES 


RARE 


Alan Arkin was voted Best Foreign Actor. 


World renowned Canadian magician Doug Henning, pictured with wife Debby, introduced the 
awards. 


*“Silence of the North’’ star Gordon Pinsent 


Marriette Hartley and Gale Garnett were co-presenters of Genie Awards. 
took part in the presentations. 
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Spotlight on our Partners: 


Port Alberni Theatres Limited 
Port Alberni, B.C. — 


Mr. Harold Warren, Port Alberni 
Theatres Limited, was asked to 
outline some background informa- 
tion on his association with Famous 
Players. This he has done in a most 
interesting and informative manner 
in the following article. 


I was born in 1914 and then the 
war started. In addition to myste- 
rious yarns told by the adults about 
a place called ‘‘the front,’’ some of 
the strongest impressions formed 
during my tender years concerned 
the local ‘‘picture show’’ operated 
by my father, James Harold War- 
ren. 

Port Alberni was a promising 
town of 600 people when dad arrived 
during the first week of train service 
in December 1911. His jobs were to 
assist Major R.J. Burde, M.L.A., as 
a newspaperman and to function as 
the town’s only portrait photo- 
grapher until others took over. The 
following year dad opened the first 
motion picture theatre in Port 
Alberni. Until the birth of my older 
sister, Mom had played the Edison 
phonograph to supply the sweet 
music needed to provide the right 
background for the current melo- 
drama on the screen. 

In those early days, serials were 
the favorites of the adults as well as 
the kids. ‘‘The Lass of the Lumber- 
lands’’ with Lon Chaney was a win- 
ner with all 200 kitchen chairs filled 
for each episode. I saw the serial 
and left before the feature. Later, 
during school years, the projectors 
seemed to need daily repairs (one 
Powers and one Simplex), and I 
grew up with these things — holding 
the end of a shaft while dad tightened 
the other end. 

Talkies were the big development 
in 1929 and that is when I came in 
on a paid-employee basis. It was 
disk sound at first, trailers had to be 
threaded and disks placed in two mi- 
nutes. The law demanded two men 


Harold Warren with wife Dolly and daughter Linda. Photo taken in 1947 — the year Port 
Alberni Theatres Limited and Famous affiliated. 


in the booth — and I was No. 2. The 
depression was just starting and 
things were tough in this timber 
town; we were closed up tight for 
most of 1932. It seems though, that 
for every bad there is a good. I was 
able to use this time to study radio 
and electronics which led me into 
the establishment of Port Alberni’s 
radio station (which I disposed of in 
1947), and later into cable televi- 
sion. 

When my dad died in December 
1935, my mother, Mrs. Louise War- 
ren, and I took over the reins believ- 
ing we must continue with the plans 
he had outlined for a new modern 
theatre. That goal was achieved in 
May 1936 with the opening of the 
450-seat Capitol Theatre — a monu- 
ment to his memory. 

Now this is supposed to be a yarn 
about how my family and I joined 
with Famous Players, but the fore- 


going prologue is really an import- 
ant part of the events precedent to 
that momentous happening. 

What actually happened can be 
told quite simply. In the immediate 
post-war years (1939-1945), Odeon 
and to some extent Famous Players 
were competing for representation 
in much smaller towns than were 
once considered feasible. I listened 
to Odeon, and I listened to Famous, 
and I picked Famous as my new 
partner. That became effective May 
1, 1947. One attractive hook to the 
Famous deal was ‘‘we’ll do all the 
bookkeeping.’’ After the war years, 
business forms of every kind were 
always in quintuplicate; two tiers of 
amusement taxes; snoopers; 100% 
excess-profits tax, the works! I 
never wanted to see another column 
of figures again — although it 
didn’t work out that way. 

During those years, British Col- 
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Spotlight on our 
Partners: 


Port Alberni 
Theatres Limited 


umbia had Frank Gow and May- 
nard Joiner as manager and super- 
visor; booking was done locally by a 
succession of the late C.S. Neville, 
Lou Karp, Ted Ross and Barney 
Regan. I negotiated the film deals. 
All deals were made at the Van- 
couver exchange as was the book- 
ing. It was a good system — nose- 
to-nose deals — and, with some 
teamwork, the Vancouver booker 
and I ended up with good results. 
Famous also kept a building and 
maintenance office manned by 
Doug Gow and Jack McCausland. 
That was good — it kept some 
semblance of order in the ongoing 
job of maintenance and made things 
look better. 

Theatres were well attended in the 
post-war years and our largest, the 
450-seat Capitol, often had line-ups. 
We built a larger place, the Para- 
mount (over 700 seats) in 1952, and 
a drive-in later in 1955. Then came 
television and re-trenchment of 
operations. 

J.J. Fitzgibbons, Sr., was then 
President of Famous Players and 
Rube Bolstad was Vice President 
and Controller. Larry Bearg, the 
Western Division Manager, a man 
with a Bob Hope style of humour, 
used to call Rube ‘‘Mr. Bolstad of 
the pencil and paper.’’ The partners 
usually dealt with Rube. He was 
very good at stretching the dollars, 
hence he had some rapport with the 
partners who almost all got where 
they were by pulling themselves up 
by their own bootstraps. 

Two other names from Toronto 
stick out in my memory. They are 
W.E. Kerr and N.L. Jackson. Those 
two accountants were prompt and 
accurate. Of course the Canadian 
mail service used to function then — 
before its staff was put on perma- 
nent pension. Kerr and Jackson had 
your errors corrected for you within 
four days’ return mail, and there 
wasn’t an IBM machine anywhere 
within sight of them. 

At this point I would like to refer 
to my mother who is now 88 and 
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Mrs. Louise Warren, the main foundation of 
theatre business in Port Alberni. 


still well, considering her age. 
Mother was indeed the main foun- 
dation of theatre business in this 
town, and she played some consi- 
derable part in the operation after 
the Famous partnership was esta- 
blished in 1947. Movies were her life 
so that into the late ’50s and ’60s she 
was happy running the concession 
stand at our Paramount Theatre 
and supervising the concessions 
staff. Between times, she managed 
to ‘‘encourage’’ audience manners 
— if some punks were acting-up in 
the theatre, they paid strict attention 
to her interventions. The photo of 
mother shown on this page was 
taken during the time she served so 
ably in her sixties by supervising 
concessions and keeping the kids 
quiet. 

Now back to the early ’50s and 
the desperation that confronted ex- 
hibitors with the onset of television 
— there were a few desperate moves 
with a high incidence of error. Most 
unfortunate of all was the panic sur- 
rounding the installation of equip- 
ment for Cinemascope. We reckless- 
ly threw away the one overwhelming 
advantage that the movies had — 
those 35mm prints could be shown 
in every country in the world. We 
had what many other industries 


strive for — _ standardization. 
Cinemascope did not save the in- 
dustry, it didn’t even save Twentieth 
Century-Fox. All it did was leave us 
all with a crazy mix-up of moveable 
maskings and changeable lenses, 
and with patrons who don’t know 
the difference. Paramount came out 
with the best plan at that time, 
Vistavision, which was still 35mm 
with a new aspect ratio. These pic- 
tures still do every bit as much 
business as any other mode. Mag- 
netic sound was the big gift of 
Cinemascope, but we let it get away. 
That’s all there is about the hind- 
sight I have developed in this ex- 
citing business, but it had to be said. 

While my active entry into this 
business was more circumstantial 
than by design, I must say that it 
was at a time when the intensity of 
interest in the new ‘‘talking 
pictures’? captured the imagination 
of everyone — and of me in particu- 
lar. I am still thrilled when I read 
about some substantial new tech- 
nology related to the movie industry 
that is either available now or in the 
not too distant future. 

I like to look down the line as to 
what’s coming instead of reviewing 
the past. Here’s a glimpse of one 
such look into the future: 

The Japanese have done the 
technical work with 1,000-line pro- 
jection television equipment which 
is equal to movie film in quality and 
is now in operation. They have also 
just completed the work on those 
giant, stadium-size, super-bright, 
television projection screens. It’s 
just a matter of putting the parts 
together. ‘‘Reds’’ can go out of 
Hollywood by way of satellite to 
20,000 screens at the same time and, 
if we are suitably equipped, the 
cashier can press the button to start 
the show! (The payrolls won’t be as 
complicated.) 

In conclusion I would like to say 
that it is my pleasure to accept the 
invitation to contribute to Famous 
News, and I acknowledge the many 
expressions of goodwill that have 
come from George Destounis and 
his executive assistants. 


Good Corporate 
Thinking! 
To get employees to work 


on time, a Michigan com- 
pany provides 45 parking 
spaces for 50 cars. 


a 


Bea Sampson 
Cashier Retired 
After 35 Years 


A lovely dinner and dance was 
held in honour of Bea Sampson by 
her many friends and co-workers on 
the occasion of her retirement 
December 5 from her position as 
cashier at the Paramount Cinemas 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Prior to 
moving to the Paramount, Bea 
worked at the old Capitol Theatre in 
Halifax and boasts a total of 35 
years’ service with Famous Players. 

Genny LeBlanc, manager of the 
Paramount Cinemas in Moncton, 
served as emcee and got things roll- 
ing by presenting Bea with a gift 
from radio station CHNS, Halifax. 
Then George Forhan, manager of 
Scotia Square, presented her with a 
leatherbound guest book signed by 
about 75 people who were in attend- 
ance, a box of chocolates and 
$250.00 from her well-wishing 
friends. Gloria Denaro, manager of 
Downsview Cinemas, pinned an or- 
chid corsage on Bea and presented 
her with one dozen red roses; from 
the staff of the Paramount, Genny 
presented her with a beautiful paint- 
ing of Bea in front of the old 
Capitol Theatre in Halifax and, last 
but not least, Mr. Alan Bell, 
V.P./Gen. Mgr. Maritimes, made a 
presentation to Bea on behalf of the 
staffs. 

With Bea’s retirement dinner so 
close to Christmas, Santa Claus was 
invited to attend and give out the 
door prizes. Santa arrived in the 
form of manager Dave Younker of 
the Centennial Cinemas in Truro, 
N.S., and he was kept very busy 
handing out a total of fifty prizes 
from numerous, very kind donors. 

The food was delicious and 
everyone had a wonderful time with 
a great deal of the credit going to 
both Debbi Capstick of our Halifax 
Office and Greg MacNeil, Advtg/ 


This happy group includes: centre, Bea 


After making a presentation to Bea, Alan 
Bell is offered a reward — seems he wants to 
be coaxed, since when? 


Recent retiree, Bea Sampson, receives a 
dozen red roses at dinner/dance held in her 
honour December 5 in Halifax, N.S. 


Genny LeBlanc presents Bea with a beautiful 
gift on behalf of the Paramount Theatre, 
Moncton, N.B. 


Sampson; foreground, Alan and Catherine 
Bell, and T. Murray Lynch in the background. 


Kriss Kringle (Dave Younker), hands out the 
‘loot’ but not before exacting some ‘hot 
goods’ for himself from the ladies. 


Publicity, Halifax, who planned the 
party. 

Bea will be missed by her many 
friends and colleagues, and our best 
wishes are added to those already 
expressed to Bea for happiness in 
her retirement. 


They gyrated into the wee hours of the morn’ 
with Greg MacNeil showing them how. 
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Canadian Picture 


Pioneers 


Since its formation in 1940 
as an organization dedicated 
to the welfare of all men and 
women of the motion picture 
industry in Canada, the Cana- 
dian Picture Pioneers has 
grown to its present-day 
strength of over 900 members 
in six branches across the 
country. 


Its aims and objectives, quite 
simply stated, are as follows: 

e To create and promote friendly 
relations amongst those who have 
been or are engaged in or connected 
with the motion picture industry. 

¢ To create and promote friendly 
relations and understanding between 
the public and those engaged in or 
connected with the motion picture 
industry. 

e To aid those in need who were 
formerly in and part of the motion 
picture industry without requiring 
repayment of any kind from the 
recipient. 

Founded by a group of 19 promi- 
nent members of the motion picture 
industry, meeting for the first time 
in January 1940 in a bar in 
Toronto’s King Edward Hotel, the 
Pioneers organization, from its 
earliest days, has attracted members 
from all levels of our industry. 

The attraction has been twofold. 
Firstly, the fun and _ fellowship 
shared by members of the same in- 
dustry from presidents to shipping 
clerks and secondly, the opportunity 
to help others among us who find 
themselves in need of assistance. 


ELODEG 


Original membership require- 
ments called for 25 years of service 
in the industry. This period of ser- 
vice has recently been reduced to 20 
years. However, because of the in- 
terest shown by many of our 
younger people, consideration is be- 
ing given by the National Board to 
lower the service requirement to 15 
years. 

Over the years, many Famous 
Players’ people have played an ac- 
tive and important role in the Cana- 
dian Picture Pioneers, both as ex- 
ecutives on the various boards and 
as recipients of many honours in- 
cluding ‘‘Pioneer of the Year.’’ 

Our own George Destounis and 
Gerald Dillon are among those 
recently honoured with the Pio- 
neers’ highest award. Jack Bernstein 
is the 1981-82 National President 
and Don Watts a recent Past Presi- 
dent. 

A brief outline of the activities 
and structure of the various bran- 
ches across Canada accompanies 
this story. We recommend that you 
read it, and those of you who are 
eligible for membership are invited 
to contact the membership chair- 
man of your branch. 


National Executive and 
Board of Directors 


President Jack Bernstein 
Vice-President Ted Hulse 
Secretary- 

Treasurer Alan Youngson 
Directors - 


Morris Appleby, Barry Carnon 
Dudley Dumond, George Heiber 
Graydon Hulse, Joel Samuels 
Irving Stern, Michael Zahorchak 


Honorary Life Directors - 


Harold Pfaff 
Harvey Harnick 
Zeke Sheine 


Past Presidents and Branch Presi- 
dents also serve on the National 
Board of Directors. 

The National Branch _ head- 
quartered in Toronto since the in- 
ception of the Pioneers is also the 
local branch for the more than 400 
members throughout Ontario. 

Highlights of the year include the 
Annual Meeting in April featuring a 
cocktail party and dinner followed 
by election of Directors, induction 
of new members, a heart-warming 
review of Trust Fund activities and 
spotlight awards to deserving 
members of the motion picture in- 
dustry. 

The Annual Golf Tournament in 
August attracts Pioneers and friends 
of the industry from all over the 
province as the year’s main fund- 
raising event. 

The ‘‘Pioneer of the Year’’ 
Award Dinner and Motion Picture 
Industry Ball in November draws 
movie people from all across 
Canada tohonour award recipients, 
selected from all branches, for their 
contributions to our business. 

Other events enjoyed during the 
past year included an_ evening 
honouring Life Member Harold 
Pfaff as the first of a series of 
cocktail parties planned just for fun 
and fellowship. 

Applications for membership can 
be obtained by calling or writing 
Barry Chapman at the Canadian 
Picture Pioneers office: 

21 Dundas Square, Suite 1210, 
Toronto, Ontario 

MSB 1B7 

Telephone: (416) 368-1139 
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Maritime 
Branch 


Executive Officers 1981-1982 
President 
Vice-Pres. for 
New Brunswick 


Vice-Pres. for 
Nova Scotia 


Vice-Pres. for 


Cecil Johnston 
Genny LeBlanc 


George Gilbert 


PEL Ed Mullis 
Treasurer Cedric Woodbury 
Secretary Danny Elman 


Past President Frank McGuire 


Comprising a membership scat- 
tered from Sydney, N.S., to Camp- 
bellton, N.B., and all points in be- 
tween, the Maritime Branch finds it 
very difficult to arrange meetings 
and organize fund-raising projects. 

To overcome this logistical pro- 
blem, they hold their Annual 
Meeting and Dinner in conjunction 
with the Annual Convention of the 
Maritime Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Association. Since most members 
are in the exhibition end of the 
business, this assures a large atten- 
dance for their annual meeting, and 
the Pioneer Dinner has become one 
of the enjoyable social highlights of 
the convention activities. 

Five new members were inducted 
into the Branch at their 1981 
Pioneer Dinner to bring their 
membership to a total of 59. After 
some scathing but good-natured 
cross-examination — and a taste of 
the ‘electric chair’ — those five 
judged to be worthy of membership 
were: Genny LeBlanc; Dave 
Younker; Dan Jardine; Newman 
McNeil and Pat McIntyre. 

In 1981, the Maritime Branch 
once again made an annual dona- 
tion to.the Trust Fund in addition to 
donations from _ individual 
members. President Cecil Johnston 
presented a cheque for $3,000.00 at 
the Annual Award Dinner held in 
Toronto last November 23 which 
was gratefully acknowledged by Na- 
tional President, Jack Bernstein. 

At present, the Maritime Branch 
does not have a membership chair- 
man but relies on existing member- 
ship to obtain new members and, of 
course, any one of the executive 
may be contacted in this regard. 


Quebec 

Branch 

Executive Officers 1981-1982 
President Jean Cyr 


Vice-President 
Spec. Events 


Vice-President 


Don Drisdell 


Publicity Charles Labelle 
Vice-President 

Trust Fund Gerry Laliberte 
Treasurer Lise Bertrand 
Secretary Mariette Morin 


Past President Pauline Frank 


The Quebec Branch is a very en- 
thusiastic and dedicated group with 
many social and fund-raising pro- 
jects on their annual agenda. An an- 
nual Dinner Dance in May; a golf 
tournament in August; a semi- 
annual Dinner in December and a 
Christmas Party for employee’s 
children are among the many events 
crowding their calendar. 

Forty-six new members were in- 
ducted at their 1981 Annual Dinner 
in Montreal May 6 to bring their 
membership close to the 300 mark. 

Phil Maurice was presented with 
the Singleton Memorial Shield in 
recognition of his devotion to the 
welfare of the Quebec Picture 
Pioneers. 

Members welcomed to the 
50-Year Club were: Anne-Marie 
Ducharme; Rae Pellatt; Sylvio 
Charron; Nat Gordon; Len Jones; 
Nelson Newbergher and Maurice 
Phaneuf. 

Last year they also raised 
$13,000.00 from a _ $100-a-Plate 
Gourmet Dinner which was a com- 
plete sellout with 220 people in at- 
tendance. This dinner was such a 
success that they plan a repeat per- 
formance in 1982. 

Also under consideration for this 
summer is a picnic for movie in- 
dustry employees’ children as well 
as a fund-raising movie premiere. 

Applications for membership 
should be directed to: 

Membership Chairman 
André Gilbert 

206, 8440 Blvd. St. Laurent 
Montréal, Québec. 
Telephone: (514) 381-7421 


Manitoba/Saskatchewan 
Branch 
Executive Officers 1981-1982 


President Mark Kramer 
Vice- 

President Hilliard Gunn 
Secretary- 

Treasurer Nadie Wolf 
Social Lou Barr 
Chairmen Jock Simpson 
Membership 

Chairman Al Laubenstein 


For the past two years the 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan Branch 
has raised funds by holding a Grey 
Cup Lottery. This has been such a 
success they may hold the lottery as 
an annual fund-raising event. 

Annual social events include the 
Bonspiel which awards three 
trophies: Jacob Miles; Henry A. 
Morton and Famous Players; and 
the Golf Tournament awarding five 
trophies: General Sound; J.M. Rice; 
Rae Lewis; Samuel Weiner and 
Western Theatres. 

The Annual Dinner and Dance is 
held in conjunction with the Annual 
Meeting each December. 

Anyone interested in becoming a 
member should contact Al Laubens- 
tein at 1427 Dudley Crescent, Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba R3M 1P2. 


Alberta Branch 
Executive Officers 1981-1982 


President Sydney Sniderman 


Ist Vice- 

President Bud Stewart 
2nd Vice- 

President Ed Shupania 


Sec’y. Treas/ 
Membership Fred Levitt 


The Alberta Branch held several 
social events in 1981 including their 
Semi-Annual Meeting and Golf 
Tournament which was held in Red 
Deer last May, and their Annual 
Meeting Banquet and Golf Tourna- 
ment last October in Jasper. 

The Branch raised approximately 
$10,000.00 during 1981 from 
various fund-raising projects. They 
sold the Calgary Film Exchange 
telephone list to all theatres in 
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Pioneers 


Alberta, and held a special pre- 


opening night Superman II Benefit 
in June in both Calgary and Edmon- 
ton in cooperation with the Alberta 
Motion Picture Association. A 
special Pioneer Benefit Night was 
held at various Alberta Theatres in 
September, and they also raised 
funds from the film short ‘‘Ski 
Alberta.”’ 

Special projects planned for this 
year include ‘‘some more of the 
same,’’ with a_ possible special 
Grease 2 Premiere this coming June. 

This year, with more coordinated 
notice and better preparation than 
before, the Alberta Branch is aiming 
for $15,000.00 on Pioneer Night. 
They increased membership by 15 
last year and aspire to 15-20 new 
members this year which will bring 
total membership over the 100 
mark. With this kind of enthusiasm 
and hard work, we feel sure they 
will reach their goal in 1982. 

To become a member of this ac- 
tive Alberta Branch, applicants 
should contact: 

Membership Chairman, Fred Levitt 
2808 - 32nd Street S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T3E 2S2 


British Columbia Branch 
Executive Officers 1981-1982 


President Douglas Gow 
Vice- 

President B. Rudston 
Secretary- 

Treasurer John Bernard 


The British Columbia Branch’s 
major fund-raising event is their 
Golf Tournament held annually in 
June. About $1,200.00 to $1,500.00 
is raised by this event and donated 
to the Trust Fund at the Annual 
Award Dinner each year in Toron- 
to. 

An Annual Meeting and Dinner is 
held in October. Last year, 1981, a 
presentation was made to Douglas 
A. Gow as ‘‘British Columbia Pic- 
ture Pioneer of the Year.’’ This was 
the first of what is to be an annual 
award. 

The B.C. Branch has ninety-eight 
members throughout the province. 
Anyone interested in joining can 
contact John Bernard at the Vogue 
Theatre in Vancouver, telephone 
685-5434. 
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The Pioneers’ 
Trust Fund 


The Canadian Picture Pioneers 
formed a Benevolent Fund in 1942, 
and in 1947 it became known as the 
Trust Fund under Government Re- 
gistration. As a Registered Trust 
Fund the Trustees can issue receipts 
for income tax purposes. 

The help given by the Trust Fund 
is not looked upon as charity but 
rather a means by which we in the 
film industry may help each other. 

The names of those needing help 
are usually brought to the attention 
of the Trustees by a friend or co- 
worker and are treated in the 
strictest confidence. The Trustees 
are happy that they are presently 
able to be helping twelve people 
from different areas across Canada. 
It is not only retired persons who 
need and receive help but, among 
others, quite frequently it is young 
widows with school-age children. 

The Trust Fund helps its friends 
in many ways. It frequently pays ad- 
ditional costs not covered by a 
health insurance plan such as 
chronic care in a hospital, vitamins 
and other necessary medication, 
dental and optical requirements. It 
has provided for wheelchairs, pro- 
stheses and special treatments and 
has, on occasion, purchased such 
items as a television set, an air con- 
ditioner unit and oxygen equipment. 

In stating the aims of the Trust 
Fund, Chairman David Ongley 
states: “It is the quality of people’s 
lives that is the concern of the 
Pioneers and the Trust Fund — not 
simply their ‘just getting by’.’’ 

He cites the case of a 77-year-old 
widow, facing a rent increase and 
heavy medical expenses as a 
diabetic, who needed a winter coat 
and shoes, new eyeglasses and den- 
tal treatment. The Trustees were 
pleased to be able to provide the 
money to meet these necessities and 
supplement her monthly income. 

An increase was made recently in 
the monthly assistance cheques in 
order to keep pace with inflation, 
and the letters of thanks received by 
the Committee prove how much this 
assistance is needed and ap- 
preciated. One lady wrote: ‘‘I still 
maintain the guys connected with 
the film industry to be the best in the 
world.’’ 


From a married couple where the 
husband has been ill since 1974, 
‘*.,..The weather of the past week 
has been very dark and rainy, so it 
was most uplifting to receive the 
familiar white envelope with its blue 
corner crest, let alone to learn of the 
generous increase. The Trustees 
have indeed let their light shine; 
their understanding hearts will be 
rewarded, I am sure.”’ 

“It is a comfort to know God 
cares and works through his 
people.”’ 

A widow in ill health with 
children still in school, writes: ‘‘....I 
feel very deeply for what you have 
done for me in past years. Believe 
me, my children also appreciate 
your kindness toward their 
mother.”’ 

The Trustees are amazed at the 
many examples of courage and 
character exhibited by many of 
those receiving help who are con- 
stantly trying to help themselves. 

A lady who was widowed in 1974 
with two children still at school, 
wrote: ‘‘..... have enrolled in a 
Commercial Training Course as I 
felt my chances of getting a job 
might be better if I had some skills 
to offer.”’ 

The following excerpts from a re- 
cent letter really put into words the 
main reason for the existence of the 
Trust Fund. It is from a couple, both 
in ill health, who were faced with a 
large increase in their expenses. ‘‘It is 
said that money doesn’t mean 
everything. But at our age, except 
for health, it does mean 
everything....Our lives have been 
transformed from mere existence to 
full living....We know there are 
people out there who will never let 
us down.’’ 

If you are more fortunate than 
these people and feel you would like 
to help the Trust Fund, the Trustees 
will be most happy to receive your 
donation and issue a receipt for in- 
come tax purposes. As well, dona- 
tions are often sent in remembrance 
of a departed friend, and the 
Trustees write to the bereaved fami- 
ly to tell them of your 
thoughtfulness. This is a wonderful 
way of remembering a friend while 
helping others. 

Between 1942 and December 1981 
the Trust Fund has helped 123 reci- 
pients with a total sum spent of 
$345,985.06. Present requirements 
to meet the needs of those currently 
receiving help amount to some 


$43,000 annually. Funds must also 
be available to meet unexpected 
emergencies which usually amount 
to between $3,000. - $5,000. per 
year. 

The Trustees are concerned that 
there may be others who require 
help, and they want everyone in the 
industry to be part of the ‘‘Search 
and Rescue’’ team. If you know of 
someone in need, please contact any 
member of the Trust Fund Commit- 
tee whose name and address is listed 
below and be assured that all discus- 
sions, or ultimate assistance given, 
will be held in strict confidence. 


David J. Ongley, Chairman 
(416) 366-8879 

Ongley & Blair, Ste. 207 

85 Richmond Street West 
Toronto, Ontario MSH 2C9 


or one of the following Trustees: 


Frank Fisher 

(416) 483-8301 

17 Donino Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario M4N 1W4 


Harvey Harnick 

(416) 929-9927 

355 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, Ontario MSP 1N5 


Leonard Bernstein 

(416) 598-3802 

Premier Operating Corporation 
425 University Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 2B9 


Jack Bernstein 

(416) 964-5861 

Famous Players Limited 
146 Bloor St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M5S 1P3 


All of us in the industry can be 
proud of the benevolent work of the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers. 

Anyone who qualifies for 
membership, be they doorman, 
cashier, caretaker, manager, projec- 
tionist or booker — in fact everyone 
in the business, man or woman, 
should be proud to join such a vital 
part of the motion picture industry. 
Initiation fee is $15.00 and the an- 
nual membership dues are only 
$15.00. 

Do you qualify? Do you enjoy 
fun and fellowship? Do you care 
about your fellow workers? 

The Pioneers will welcome you! 


Assistant 
Manager 
Tinkers with 
Radiation Safety 


The following item is part of a 
newspaper article published in The 
Chronicle-Journal about Esko 
Vaisanen, Assistant Manager at the 
Capitol Theatre in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario. As well as Esko’s scientific 
interests outlined in this article, he 
has had a meteoric rise through the 
Famous ‘‘ranks.’’ In little over a 
year, Esko has gone from usher, to 
trainee assistant, to relief assistant 
and finally, to a full-fledged assist- 
ant manager. He is also helping our 
data processing people to put the 
PET computer into theatre opera- 
tion in Thunder Bay. 

As Manager Robert Lipson says, 
**.. not bad for someone who is 18 
years old and only two years with 
the company as of April this year.’’ 


Esko Vaisanen, 18 a Grade 13 stu- 
dent at Hammarskjold High School 
in Thunder Bay, was invited to pre- 
sent his scientific studies at the first 
annual Technion Science Fair which 
was held February 17 to 22 at the 
Ontario Science Centre in Toronto. 
Only 24 people out of about 75 ap- 
plicants were invited to the fair 
which was sponsored by the Toron- 
to Chapter of The Canadian Tech- 
nion Society. 

Since Vaisanen was ‘‘knee-high to 
a grasshopper’’ he’s been interested 
in science. ‘‘As a child I was 
fascinated with taking things apart 
to see how they worked and I guess 
it evolved from that,’’ says 
Vaisanen, ‘‘back then though, I 
wasn’t very good at putting things 
back together.’’ 

Vaisanen’s display on low and 
high level radiation safety was one 
of the 24 displays exhibited and 
judged at the fair. He’s been tinker- 
ing with radiation safety since 1979 
when he subjected fruit flies to low 
level radiation for a science fair. 

This year he decided to examine 
the effects of high level radiation, 
and he conducted his tests at the 
Whiteshell Nuclear Labs in Manito- 
ba at his own expense. He says, 
‘‘There were developments of 
cancerous growths, permanent 


Esko Vaisanen (right), adjusts microscope 
for visitor at annual Technion Science Fair. 


Photo courtesy The Chronicle-Journal, 
Thunder Bay. 


sterility and a disruption of their 
(fruit flies) metabolic rates.’’ At low 
level radiation, he discovered the 
flies suffered from genetic muta- 
tions. 

Officials at Whiteshell were ex- 
tremely interested in his tests, says 
Vaisanen, because there are few 
who would risk the dangers of 
radiation exposures to conduct the 
testing. 

Vaisanen admits he’s never asked 
his mother for her opinion about his 
research; but he’s not too worried 
and feels safe enough to continue 
conducting the tests. 


A Report From 
@ 
Your Pension 
@ 
Committee 
The Retirement Income (or Pen- 
sion) Plans provided for salaried 
employees by Famous Players 
Limited and its associated com- 
panies are administered by a Retire- 
ment Committee. This Committee is 


appointed by the Board of Directors 
of Famous Players and is comprised 


March/ April, 1982 15 


of your fellow employees. Members 
of the Committee are usually 
members of the Retirement Plans. 
Committee membership is struc- 
tured to ensure representation from 
all regions of Canada. The present 
Committee is comprised of: 


Cliff Narbey Chairman 

Ron Bobbie _—- Vice Chairman 
Larry Pilon _ Legal Counsel 
Harry Green Recording Secretary 


Joe Whyte 
Brian Rogers 
Mike Micelli 


Recent past members of the Com- 
mittee have included Alan Bell, 
Brian Cameron, Ray Mercurio and 
Alan Youngson. 

These Committee members repre- 
sent you and are always concerned 
that fellow employees have full in- 
formation about the Retirement 
Plans. They are pleased to answer 
your questions related to the Plans. 
The green-covered booklet entitled 
Retirement Income Plans is issued 
by the Personnel Department on 
behalf of the Committee. 

The Committee undertakes the 
responsibility for the administration 
and management of the two Retire- 
ment Plans (the Non-Contributory 
Plan, fully funded by the employer; 
the Contributory Plan, funded by 
both employee and employer). The 
responsibilities of the Committee in- 
clude: 

e Investing the funds contributed 
to, and earned by, the Plans, 

e Keeping records for each member 
of the Plans, 

e Interpreting and applying the pro- 
visions of the Plans as they affect all 
or any of the members of the Plans, 
e Providing explanations to the 
members of the Plans of the terms 
and conditions of the Plans, 

e Providing the members with an- 
nual statements of their pension ac- 
counts and prospective income on 
retirement, and 

e Advising the Board of Directors 
of recommended changes in the 
terms and conditions of the Plans. 

These are clearly heavy respon- 
sibilities for the Committee. In 
order to discharge them, the Com- 
mittee may use the resources of 
Head Office Personnel Department 
and employ expert actuaries, con- 
sultants and investment advisors. 

The Committee meets regularly in 
order to receive and review reports 
from the Personnel Department; the 
Actuary and Consultant (William 
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M. Mercer Ltd); the Trustee (Mon- 
treal Trust Company), and the In- 
vestment Manager (Sceptre Invest- 
ment Counsel Ltd), on their respec- 
tive performance. Fees for the pro- 
fessional experts employed by the 
Committee are paid by Famous 
Players and its associated com- 
panies; the Committee is responsible 
for the negotiation, review and ap- 
proval of these fees. Services of the 
Personnel Department are provided 
without charge by Famous Players. 

As you were advised last year, the 
Non-Contributory Plan was 
upgraded by the Company and its 
associates July 1, 1981; this provid- 
ed increased retirement benefits - 
fully paid by the employer. This is 
the third upgrading of the Plan since 
1970 which has increased the pen- 
sion in the example given in the 
Retirement Income Plan booklet by 
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approximately 30%. The cost to the 
employer is approximately 15% of 
the salary of each member of the 
Non-Contributory Plan. In addi- 
tion, the employer contributes 25% 
of each employee’s payment into the 
Contributory Plan. Membership in 
the Non-Contributory Plan is 
automatic for full-time salaried 
employees at age 25 (after one year 
of service), without cost to the 
employee. 

All eligible employees who have 
not yet joined the Contributory 
Plan are strongly urged to give 
serious consideration to doing so by 
the Committee. This is especially 
true of younger employees; retire- 
ment income planning is a long term 
endeavour and it is best to begin as 
early as possible in order to provide 
the greatest income security for the 
future. 


Some Optimistic 
Facts and 
Figures 

About the 
Movie Industry 


The following is an excerpt from the 
February 1982 issue of ‘Retail 
Street’ — a monthly digest of ideas 
published as a service to retailers by 
the Toronto Star. 


If you think ‘‘going to the 
movies’’ is about to be replaced by 
pay television, video cassettes and 
home TV recorders, think again, 
says Charles Kinsolving, vice- 
president for marketing and new 
technology of the Newspaper 
Advertising Bureau. He added, 
‘“‘Home video technology creates 
new viewing options. It does not 
replace the theatre-going ex- 
perience. In fact, our study shows 
that all age groups consider 
moviegoing an important and uni- 
que experience. Moviegoing is seen 
as primarily a social event. Not just 
entertainment, but a chance to get 
out of the house and be with other 
people.’’ (see footnote.) 

Another reason for theatre 
owners to be optimistic is the trend 
to older movie audiences. ‘‘In 


1973,’ said Kinsolving, ‘*72% of all 
adult moviegoers were between 18 
and 29 years old. Today, only 57% 
are in the under-thirty age group. 
During that same eight-year period, 
the percentage of frequent movie- 
goers in the over-fifty age group has 
tripled.”’ 

As in the past, today’s movie- 
goers still use newspapers as their 
number one media source for decid- 
ing which movie to see. In fact, 54% 
of moviegoers in the United States 
and Canada rated newspaper ads as 
the most important source of movie 
information, compared to 42% for 
television commercials; 29% of 
moviegoers in both countries report 
reading newspaper movie reviews 
‘‘almost every time they appear.’’ 

In addition, frequent moviegoers 
— those who attend twice a month 
or more — are more likely to 
remember movie ads in newspapers 
than in other media. A recent study 
shows past-month recall of news- 
paper movie ads by 93% of all fre- 
quent moviegoers. 


Footnote: In the November/ 
December ’81 issue of Famous News 
we carried an interview with Senior 
V.P. William Murray. It is in- 
teresting to note Mr. Murray’s 
remarks at that time when comment- 
ing on the trend to home pay T.V. 
and to video cassettes: ‘‘I do not see 
this as a real threat to the movie in- 
dustry... After all, people like to go 
out, to be with other people.’’ 


famous 


‘players’ 


FAMOUS NEWS wants to hear 
about all company-related sports ac- 
tivity. Send in your scores, stories 
and snaps so that all will be up-to- 
date on athletics at Famous. 


Tivoli Theatre 
Hamilton, 
Ontario 
Challenges All 
Sport Buffs 


The Tivoli Theatre Staff was 
engaged in a gruelling hockey match 
January 8 versus the Burlington 
Showcase Six Cinemas (a rival 
theatre chain, boo, boo!) It was a 
fast-paced game and a good time 
was had by both teams which, by 
the way, employ both male and 
female hockey talent. 

The Carolyn Pesola and Sue 
Allen power lines accounted for 
most of the Tivoli scoring; while 
strong defensive play from players 
Kevin ‘‘The Hammer’’ Mickleboro 
and John ‘‘Kid Flash’’ Lyons kept 
the ‘‘Showcase’’ scoring to virtually 
nil. Keen leadership was provided 
by Tivoli manager Ross ‘‘Rocket’’ 
Pratt, and by ‘‘The Golden Jet’’ - 
Paul Hourigan, manager of Burl- 
ington Mall Cinemas. Dave Pratt, 
‘‘The Pocket Rocket’? - younger 
brother of Ross, was amazingly ef- 
fective on right wing, (NHL offers 
are forthcoming). 

Needless to say the Tivoli team 
coasted to an easy victory over 
Showcase Six with one of the most 
lopsided scores ever seen. Action 
photos are not available because the 
pace was so fast that the pictures 
were blurred! 

The Tivoli staff, proficient not 
only in hockey but in baseball and 
football also, challenges all comers! 


Famous Players 
H.O. Baseball 
Team Seeks 
Challengers — 
Out There! 


An enthusiastic head office 
baseball nut, Martha Ferency, EDP 
Department, hopes the following 
item will bring some great 
challenges from not only the Toron- 
to area, but from other neighbour- 
ing locations. She even visualizes a 
‘‘hospitality exchange’’ program! 


Ah, spring is here at last!! A 
brillant blue sky, the warming rays 
of a shining sun and a few innings of 
softball. Yes, it’s that time again. 
Time to get those baseball mitts out 
of mothballs. 

Once again the call goes out to all 
head office employees to sign-up for 
the team. Spring training will com- 
mence mid-May. This year’s cap- 


Famous Fans 
Support Hockey 
Team in 
Fredericton, 
N.B. 


The Plaza Cinemas Hockey Team 
took to the ice at the Lady Beaver- 
brook Rink March 3 to do battle 
with the staffs from the two Zellers 
stores in Fredericton. 

A great turnout by the theatre and 
Fun Villa staffs cheered the Plaza 
team’s efforts in their 4-3 loss to a 
fast skating Zellers team. 

When you consider the Plaza 
Hockey Team had only two spares 
and that the game was a straight 
60-minute affair — with no time out 
— they must be in excellent physical 
condition. 

Plaza manager, Pat Saunders, 
tells us that another game is planned 
in a couple of weeks and the score 
will be different next time out ...! 


tains are Butch Coles from the Con- 
struction Department and Ed Lew 
from the Print Shop. 

The head office team feels so 
strongly about another upcoming 
baseball season that they would love 
to hear some challenges from not 
only Toronto teams but teams from 
other cities as well. They want to 
hear from you, soon! 


Everybody 
Somebody 
Anybody 
Nobody 


This is a story about four 
people: Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody and 
Nobody. There was an im- 
portant job to be done and 
Everybody was asked to do 
_ it. Everybody was sure 
Somebody would do it. 
Anybody could have done 
it, but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry 
about that because it was 
Everybody’s job. Every- 
body thought Anybody 
would do it, but Nobody 
realized that Everybody 
wouldn’t do it. It ended up 
that Everybody blamed 
Somebody, when actually 
Nobody asked Anybody. 
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corner 


Managers! We want to hear from 
you. Please address items for this 
column to the ‘‘Managers’ 
Corner,’” FAMOUS NEWS. 


Managers’ 
Workshop 
Meeting in 
Kingston, 
Ontario 


A Managers’ Regional Meeting 
was held in Kingston at the Holiday 
Inn, March 17. Managers from 
Kingston, Ottawa, Peterborough, 
Brockville and Belleville attended. 
The meeting was chaired by District 
Manager Verd Marriott with sup- 
port from Head Office personnel, 
namely Joe Whyte and Gary Schepp 
from the Audit Department and 
Doug Pinder from Advertising. 

Joe Whyte chaired a session 
covering the purpose of investiga- 
tion reports — their value and im- 
portance as well as the need to 
observe all the rules of security in- 
cluding the importance of clearing 
cash regularly. Gary Schepp discuss- 
ed the transmission of payrolls, 
C.S.R.’s etc., and Doug Pinder 
discussed newspaper ads — dif- 
ferent types of layouts, blocking of 
ads and other related items. 

Verd Marriott chaired a session 
on general operational problems 
such as the procedure in dealing 
with faulty film prints, the control 
of confection shortages, and he 
again stressed the importance of 
maintaining patron awareness of the 
Litter Bag Program. He emphasized 
that it was the duty of the manager 
to train the assistant in all phases of 
theatre operation. In discussing cur- 
rent economic conditions, Verd 
pointed out that it was even more 
important than ever to stress 
courtesy and service to each and 
every patron — including the proper 
handling of all patron complaints. 
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Round table discussion includes, clockwise: Gary Schepp; Doug Robertson, Elgin, Ottawa; 
Ron Scott, Capitol, Kingston; Noella Desjardins, Capitol, Brockville and Jack Cottingham, 


Paramount, Peterborough. 


J.P. Whyte explains a point about security to T. Murray Lynch (left), and Doug Pinder. 


This was an informal meeting 
during which the managers could in- 
terrupt and ask questions at any 
time — open discussion was the 
order of the day, and there was 
plenty of it. 


Please pay particular at- 
tention to the remaining 
C.S.R. closing dates mark- 
ing the fourth quarter of the 
’81-’82 fiscal year as there 
are two 3-week periods in- 
volved. 

This will serve as a 
reminder to all theatre 
managers to complete their 
reports by the end of the 
specified periods. 


Date of Report: 
April 8 
April 22 
May 6 
May 27 
June 10 
July 1 


(2 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(3 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(3 weeks) 


Theatre 
Managers’ 
Association in 
Thunder Bay, 
Ontario Elects 
New President 


James LaVia, Manager of the 
Paramount Theatre in Thunder 
Bay, was recently elected President 
of the Thunder Bay Theatre 
Managers’ Association for 1982. 

It’s nice to see someone at the 
forefront again from our Famous 
family. 


York, Montreal 
Beats the Drum 


Beating the drum for good public relations at 
the York Cinema in Montreal. In keeping 
with their constant efforts to improve their 
services to the patrons, manager Essam 
Mokhtar and his staff installed this large sign 
which thanks the customers for their 
patronage. The sign is placed behind the box 
office so that each patron will see it when 
leaving the cinema. 


Baritone Edo 
Boersma Wins 
First Place in 
Annual Music 
Festival 


Edo Boersma, Manager of the 
Stanley Theatre in Vancouver, 
B.C., has ‘done himself proud’. His 
friends and associates at Famous 
Players are bustin’ buttons too. 

_ On March 17 Edo won first place 
in four separate classes at the 11th 
Annual North Shore Music Festival. 


Edo’s vocal coach, Stephen 
Lansberry, entered him in Light 
Opera, Traditional Folk Ballad, 
Contemporary Modern Song and 
Sacred Solo classes. 

Edo has a fine, rich, mellow 
baritone voice plus the technical 
knowledge that also earns marks, 
and the vocal Adjudicator, English- 
trained Bruce Pullen, thought so 
too. 

This is just the beginning for Edo 
— and we wish him great success 
with his music. 


Truckin’ to the 
Movies in 
Mississauga 


In 1975, Manager Jack Boddam, 
Square One Cinemas in Mississauga, 
Ontario, wrote several letters to the 
various recreation clubs in his area 
suggesting to them the idea of their 
club holding a Theatre Party or 
Movie Night for their members. 
Jack was most gratified at the 
response to his idea, and because the 
Canada Cartage Recreation Club 
has been holding a Theatre Party at 
his theatre seven or eight times a 
year since 1975, he was inspired to 
write the following bit of truckin’ 
jargon. 


‘‘Breaker, Breaker, there good 
buddy, seen any good movies lately? 
You’re on ...”’ 

‘“Well, gee now, I just never gave 
it much thought there Duck, over.’’ 

‘‘Hey man, you’re working for 
the wrong company. Us Canada 
Cartage jocks got us a recreation 
club — there’s about 200 of us — 
and we have a theatre night together 
with the wife and kids every month 
or so. And get this ... it’s for FREE, 
on our company, Over’’ 

‘“‘Ten-twenty, lead me to it. 
Over’’ 

‘“‘Seems some years back this 
theatre manager in Mississauga sent 
some letters to the area rec. clubs 
suggesting the idea and our presi- 
dent was smart enough to take him 
up on it. This guy — the manager — 
treats us like Royalty and if we hap- 
pen to choose a flick we’re not into, 
he let us change our tickets for one 
of the other movies ... You’re on.”’ 


‘A big ten-four old buddy, 
sounds like a helluva good deal, 
over,’ 

‘*Yeah, we just had one March 22 
and already we’re looking forward 
to the next one coming up. Every- 
one wins. Our company shows they 
are interested in us; we get a free 
night out, and I’ll bet my raisin bran » 
with three scoops that the theatre 
nets an extra four or five big ones 
for its company ever year. And it 
sure beats watching the tube 
»«Over.”” 

‘‘Old buddy you’ve made my day. 
Soon as I bed down this here old rig 
I’m going to get on the phone to the 
president of our rec. club. Sounds 
like you guys at Canada Cartage got 
the donkey by the tail and, by the 
way, what did you say the name of 
the movie was you saw the other 
night ... sounds great, maybe I 
won’t wait for our club to organize 
this deal. I gotta pass this info on to 
the convoy. Hope the theatre in our 
town will go for it. Thanks Duck. 
Gotta keep the old green stuff in cir- 
culation; otherwise, we’re all out of 
business. All the good numbers to 
you. You shake the bushes for 
smokey and I’ll watch the back 
door. I’m _ down...gone...to the 
MOVIES!’’ 


Editor’s footnote: In the past six 
years since Jack has been running 
these shows, this one recreation club 
has accounted for an additional 
$40,000 - $50,000 of revenue for his 
theatre. 

Is business down in your area?... 
Go get some... It’s there, for the 
letter-writing! 


Three Famous 
Managers 
Winners in 
**Reach for the 
Stars’? Lottery 
Sales 


The Academy of Canadian 
Cinema recently sold tickets in a 
number of Ontario theatres to 
benefit the ‘‘Reach for the Stars’’ 
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Lottery. The money realized from 
the lottery will help to support the 
production of Canadian films and 
to enhance the image of Canadian 
film makers in Canada. 

Lottery tickets were sold from 
kiosks located in the theatre lobbies 
and prizes were awarded to the 
theatre managers selling the most 
tickets. The winners were: 

James Wallace, The Towne and 
Countrye Cinemas in Toronto, 
Heinz Behnke, Cedarbrae Cinemas 
in Toronto, 

Gary Moore, The Cinema Theatre 
in Hamilton. 

The most popular symbol of the 
Academy of Canadian Cinema is 
the ‘‘Genie’’ Award honouring 
Canadian films, film makers and 
performers, in the same way the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences awards the Oscars. 


Bathurst, N.B. 
Manager Has 
Own Movie 
Column 


Manager William Woodworth, 
Kent Theatre in Bathurst, is attemp- 
ting something new for his area — 
he is writing a column for the Nor- 
thern Light. 

His column will discuss upcoming 
movies as well as answer letters 
from his readers who will be invited 
to respond with their comments. He 
has the blessing of the editor and the 
cooperation of the entire staff at the 
paper since this is a whole new field 
for him. 

William feels that this venture can 
be successful and make for good 
public relations, and in his own 
words adds, ‘‘Hopefully this will 
enable me to get closer to the public 
and help them understand as well as 
appreciate the role that the theatre is 
able to play within the community.”’ 
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the Move: 


Recent transfers — 
and promotions 


The following managerial 
changes became effective as of 
Thursday, April 1, 1982: 

Robert Lipson from the Capitol, 
Thunder Bay to the Place de Ville, 
Ottawa. 

Kim Marleau from the Place de 
Ville to the Nelson, Ottawa. 

Jim LaVia from the Paramount, 
Thunder Bay to the Capitol, 
Thunder Bay. 

Ed Birch is the newly appointed 
manager of the Paramount, 
Thunder Bay. 

Gary Martin from the Nelson, Ot- 
tawa to Toronto as a Relief 
Manager. 


Evan Smith will take over the 
management of the Hi-Way Drive- 
In, Rothesay, N.B., effective April 
1, 1982. Evan was previously a 
Relief Manager in Saint John, N.B. 


T. Murray Lynch will transfer to 
the Penhorn Cinemas, Dartmouth, 
N.S., as manager effective June 1, 
1982. Mr. Lynch is_ presently 
manager of the Capitol Square in 
Ottawa. 


the 


product 
picture 


Announcement 
Re: Special issue 


The product picture 
for SUMMER ’82 will 
be featured in our next 
issue. 

As this March/ April 
issue goes to press, we 
are compiling informa- 
tion on upcoming films 
for the summer season. 

We will be publish- 
ing our May/June 1982 
edition early to tell you 
all about what we feel 
will be 


ANOTHER ‘SUPER’ 
SUMMER! 


As ‘the Spook’ Sees It... 


By. 


b= le’ 


| famous 


30 Years of 
Wedded Bliss in 
Toronto, 
Ontario 

Manager Fern Marleau 
(Uptown), and wife Eunice cele- 
brated their 30th Wedding Anni- 
versary February 26 at a party in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
Trickey in Scarborough. 

Fern and Eunice were delighted to 
receive a surprise visit from son Kim 
Marleau (manager, Place de Ville, 
Ottawa), Kim’s wife, Ann, and 
baby daughter, Shannon. Fern’s 
mother also came from Ottawa for 
the occasion. 

Fern sends this message to those 
of you out there who helped them 
celebrate their 25th wedding an- 
niversary, ‘‘Sorry folks, we couldn’t 
afford another one of those parties 
this time, but hang in there! We 


plan to have lots more anniver- 
saries.”’ 


Nina ‘‘Nellie’’ 
Lubovich, 
A Plucky Lady 


by David Dymond 


When my assistant, Nellie 
Lubovich, was asked how she was 
able to look after her ailing mother, 
her house, and her full-time job at 
the Victory Theatre at the same 
time, she stated quite humbly: ‘‘I 
manage.’’ So begins the story of a 
dedicated mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, loyal employee 


Three generations celebrate wedding anniversary. Seated, centre: Eunice Marleau holding 
granddaughter Shannon; Fern Marleau; standing, from left: Paul Marleau; William Galante 
and Kim Marleau; front,left: Lori Marleau and right, Kim’s wife Ann. 


Assistant Manager Nellie Lubovich at work 
in the Victory Theatre, Timmins. 


and efficient worker with 42 years in 

showbiz and still going strong. 
Born in Russia, Nellie immigrated 

to Canada with her family at a 


young age; married with three 
children and widowed at age 25 (her 
husband drowned while trying to 
save another man’s life), she states 
that she was very fortunate to havea 
job during those early years as 
suitable employment was very hard 
to find at that time. 

In 1940, Nellie was hired by Mr. 
Frank Colameco, General Manager 
of Timmins Theatres Limited (a 
Famous Players affiliate at that 
time), as a cashier for the Goldfields 
Theatre. The theatre had hardwood 
chairs then and lots of cowboy 
movies. Almost immediately her 
manager realized how efficient and 
accurate she was and when a trans- 
fer to the Palace Theatre was sug- 
gested, he fought to keep her at the 
Goldfields. 

But finally, Nellie was transferred 
to the Palace Theatre. Unfortunate- 
ly, she went completely deaf for a 
period of about two years but, un- 
daunted, she continued on with her 
duties as cashier. During those 
years, there were odd ticket prices 
such as 37¢ — neither were there 
cash registers nor adding machines 
so that making change as well as do- 
ing the bookkeeping was ‘‘done in 
her head.’’ She nevertheless con- 
tinued to balance her cash and 
tickets with a high level of perfec- 
tion. The public was amazed, and 
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she continued to sell out the 
1200-seat Palace in approximately 
20 minutes. To this day, Nellie never 
uses an adding machine when doing 
the daily and weekly bookkeeping. 
She prides herself on her accuracy 
and one is seldom able to notice a 
mistake in her bookwork. 

Later on, Nellie remarried and 
after a few years she and her hus- 
band moved to Toronto where she 
became a cashier at the well-known 
Honest Ed’s store at Bloor and 
Bathurst. The public always liked 
Nellie and the shoppers would 
always go to her checkout — giving 


her the most friends — and the most 
business! One Christmas Season the 
manager put her at an out-of-the- 
way cash register so that she could 
have a much-deserved rest. She 
remembers the 24-hour, on-going 
sales they had, and owner Ed Mir- 
vish personally driving her home 
after some of those gruelling sales 
marathons. 

When Nellie and hubby returned 
to Timmins in 1960, she started 
back at the Victory Theatre on a 
one-night-a-week basis. More days 
were added until she was working a 
full week. While working as cashier, 
she assisted the manager in many of 
his duties, giving her the training for 
the position of assistant manager. 

I have always stated that Nellie is 


re 


‘‘tough.’’ She has always done her 
best in everything under some very 
difficult conditions and personal 
hardship. When she gets a cold 
(which is very rare), we have to send 
her home otherwise she will carry on 
her work with never a complaint 
about ill-health. 

The local newspaper, the Tim- 
mins Daily Press, was so impressed 
with Nellie’s resourcefulness and 
with her ability to raise three 
children on a limited budget that 
they published a story about her as 
an inspiration to others. 

This completes the story of a loyal 
employee, dedicated wife and 
mother, and a hard worker. Every 
manager should be so lucky as to 
have a ‘‘Nellie’’ in their theatre. 


F.P. Western Office Adman - 


Talented Artist 


The attractive ad layouts for our 
27 Famous Players’ screens in Van- 
couver, under the direction of B.C. 
Advertising Manager Brent Calvert, 
have been greatly enhanced by the 
artistic ability of Brent’s assistant, 
Rick Nordal, who joined Famous 
Players’ Western Office in 
November, 1980. 

A creative young man of consi- 
derable artistic talent, Rick 
thoroughly enjoys the week-to-week 
challenges the movie ad layouts pre- 
sent. 

Born in Quesnel, B.C., in 1961, 
Rick started doodling, drawing and 
sketching as soon as he was old 
enough to hold a crayon. He con- 
tinued to develop his artistic talent 
throughout elementary and second- 
ary school, and upon graduating 
from Carrielue Senior Secondary 
School in Quesnel, he enrolled in a 
graphic arts course at David 
Thompson University in Nelson, 
B.C. He not only achieved his 
diploma but earned a _ $100.00 
scholarship for outstanding perfor- 
mance in his field of study. 

While at art school in Nelson, 
Rick created a wild life series — 
four distinctive pen and ink draw- 
ings of animal heads (wolf, tiger, 
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Rick Nordal at work on his ad layouts in 
Famous Players’ Western District Office in 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Kodiak bear and raccoon) which he 
later reproduced and sold in many 
areas of B.C. and in some eastern 
provinces. 

Although he enjoyed this venture 
into the fine art world as well as the 
experience he gained through the 
promotion and sale of his own 
work, he still maintained his interest 
in commercial art. 

He worked for four months as a 
commercial artist with the local 
newspaper in Quesnel before ven- 
turing to Vancouver where he land- 
ed the job of layout artist and adver- 
tising assistant at our Western 
District Office. 

Rick hopes to do some freelance 
work in Vancouver and take some 
night courses in graphic arts and il- 
lustration. 

Aside from these artistic interests 
and his work in the Advertising 
Department, Rick manages to pur- 
sue a variety of sports activities such 
as skiing, racquet ball, tennis and 
‘‘moto cross.’’ In this latter 
endeavour, he raced competitively 
for a couple of years. 

Yes girls, he’s still single— how else 
could he find time for all those activi- 
ties? And we’re happy to have Rick 
as a member of our Famous family. 


From the Pen of Rick Nordal 
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The four animal heads reproduced above were 
originally produced on 8’’ x 10’’ grey mattes 
i by a fine art technique called ‘‘stippling — a 


series of dots made with a drafting pen. Even 


septic a oe 


Way / 


the solid black and darker grey areas are 
created by tightly grouped dots. Other draw- 
ings are examples of various pen and ink and 
pencil techniques. 
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Patron Sees ‘‘Raiders”’ 24 Times? 
Only in Kingston, you say? Pity! 


The following article by Dave 
Cleland, Staff Writer, The Whig- 
Standard, Kingston, Ontario was 
published November 1981 and sent 
to us by Manager Ron Scott, the 
Capitol, Kingston. 


Butter-soaked popcorn in one 
hand and a cup of Coke in the 
other, I went to the flicks last night. 

So did 34-year-old Frank Guin- 
don. 

I was there to see Raiders of the 
Lost Ark for the first time. 

Frank was watching it for the 
24th. 

We ran into each other. 

In the office of Capitol Theatre 
manager Ron Scott — who stretched 
out in an imitation leather chair and 
casually raised a hand to proclaim 
that ‘‘it’s the biggest money-maker 
in Kingston’s film history’? — I 
leaned across to Frank and said: 


Obituaries 


‘‘Tell me, please, why would 
anyone sit through that film so 
many times?’’ 

And he did — point blank. 

‘It’s the action. I love action. It’s 


the color, the sound and the 
dialogue.”’ 

That guy must know the dialogue 
by heart. 


So should numerous other King- 
ston theatre-goers. 

Scott said that more than 50,000 
Kingston and area residents have 
seen the film since its premiere here 
last June 12. 

Scott booked Raiders into 
Capitol’s No. 1 auditorium, a 
700-seat theatre, and later shifted it 
to a smaller unit. 

Last night it was back in the ‘‘big- 
gies’’ (Capitol 1), but its tenure 
there remains undetermined. 

‘‘What do you do with a movie 
that’s been running for six months 


Elias Papamanolis 
(Louis Papas) 


Elias Papamanolis, popular 
theatre manager also known as 
Louis Papas, passed away at the 
Jewish General Hospital in Mon- 
treal, Sunday, March 7, while 
undergoing treatment for cancer. 
He was in his 38th year and is sur- 
vived by his wife Maria, son 
Emanuel and daughter Kelly. He is 
also survived by his parents Mr. and 
Mrs. Emanuel Papamanolis and by 
his sisters Maria (Mrs. Chris 
Psomiadis) of Montreal and Eva 
Papamanolis of Greece. 

Louis joined Cinemas 
Unis/United Theatres in 1965. He 
started as an usher and gradually 
worked his way to manager of 
several cinemas including Green- 
field Park; Monkland; Dorval; 
Dollard Drive-In and LaCité before 
his last appointment to the newly 
renovated Imperial Cinema. 
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Louis Papas 


Louis was very well liked by his 
many associates in the motion pic- 
ture industry. His dapper presence 
will be sorely missed by his friends 
at Cinemas Unis and many others. 

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to 
his wife, children and family. 


and still draws people in like bears 
to honey?’’ Scott mused. 

Said Frank: ‘‘Just play it again, 
man.’’ 

But is that the answer? 

Other films are on hold while peo- 
ple are lining up to see a flashing, 
fast-fisted fantasy. 

It’s certainly far from a flop. 

Ask Frank. 

‘*It’s the excitement. It’s the in- 
trigue. It’s packed with power.”’ 

He wouldn’t have seen it so many 
times if it wasn’t. 

Frank equates the film’s populari- 
ty to Star Wars and The Empire 
Strikes Back. 

Frank knows for sure that he will 
see Raiders at least one more time. 
After that, who knows? 

And since Frank is Raiders’ No. 1 
fan, the Capitol plans to pick up the 
tab from now on. 

For Raiders only, of course. 


Joseph 
Mcintaggart 


Staff of the Empire 
Theatre in Sudbury, Ontario 
were saddened by the sud- 
den passing of their janitor, 
Joseph MclIntaggart, age 66. 

‘*Joe’’, as he was known 
to his friends at the theatre, 
had worked there since May 
1981 but during that short 
term of employment the 
staff had grown to like and 
respect him very much. He 
will be greatly missed by 
Manager John Rowat and 
the staff of the theatre. 


showmen 
in action ....... 


LATEST ACCESSORIES FORTHE Top Five in : 
WELL-EQUIPPED MANAGER Christmas Gift 


ae Pe Ne Certificate Sales 


THINKING —— ¥/— AGOOD TIE-UP 
TELLS WHICH Way “Set, (> ap bherid ge. Our congratulations to these 
arome oFeice"° ; POR PUBLICITY F Sh ho led the cir- 
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q AS FULL KNOWLEDGE Sat BROSPECTIVE 7 cuit in sales of gift certificates dur- 
. XAine 7 Tee ee ee ing the Christmas Season up to the 
ASO CN GE NG KEPT UNDER S Ser ca ee. cut-off date of January 15, 1982. A 
uses fox Rigi ace DL Rose ggponeD KEEPING great job guys! 
%\ DEVICE kha a _— NOSE FOR BUSINESS Capitol 6, 
eras J » eee SS — CHIN FOR TAKING ITON Vancouver, B.C. oe $18,485.00 
- EXTRA % = “TO WHEEL tc - Doug Smith 
f aramount, 
Lethbridge, Alta. - 17,218.00 
Manager - Bob Shackleford 
Imperial 6, 
Toronto, Ont. - 8,825.00 
Manager - Phil Traynor 
PORWHEN Victory, 
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f =) = Se: Richmond Square, 
SALES AID FOR = peer ee ~~FOR. THOSE HARD Richmond, B.C. - 8,665.00 
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Kent Theatre, Bathurst, N.B. 
Gets Free Newspaper Space 
for ‘‘Night Crossing.”’ 


E 
GOLFER AFTER FIRE 
IS UT UNDER YOU ents 
SPECIAL. \ Manager William Woodworth 
q H Be mE NOTE! i - 
SHOWING TO OF pee Peace SNe ae Oem obtained a good deal of free news 
— ' paper space three weeks in advance 
of his opening of Night Crossing 
by offering a family pass to this 


This cartoon, portraying some of the special attributes of the movie to the winner of his local 


well-equipped theatre manager, is a memento from the 1960 Con- ret peti Contest 8 on re ine 
vention of 20th Century Theatres which I have resurrected from my pass IOr ety was O a fe € 
personal archives to depict a SHOWMAN IN ACTION. Hope you runner-up. in return, the Northern 


svingpden gel oe ' Light ran large space display ads 
will find it as inspirational as I have over the years! iroittogiie:tive telat aad taeia secu 


: prize offer to paper carriers. 

FOOTNOTE TO OUR LADY MANAGERS: By the time the carrier contest had 
A male caricature was undoubtedly used because of the difficulty in concluded, a good many readers 
showing the ‘asbestos seat’ in its proper location on a female were aware that Night Crossing 
figure. ~ opening the following week at 
the Kent. 
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*‘Getaway Weekend”’ 
Radio Promo/Cop and 
Robber Mannequins Sell 
‘‘Sharky’s Machine’’ 

in Winnipeg 


Capitol, Winnipeg Manager, Jim 
Brega, and his assistant, Wayne 
Johnson combined their efforts to 
promote a host of free prizes for a 
*‘Getaway Weekend’’ contest they 
set up to promote Sharky’s 
Machine. Contest winner received a 
complimentary weekend for two at 
the International Inn including din- 
ner at the hotel’s theatre restaurant, 
a car for the weekend provided by 
Budget Rent-A-Car, a double 
theatre pass, a game of miniature 
golf and dinner for two at T-Bones 
Restaurant. 

Second prize was a ‘“‘his and 
hers’’ gift, consisting of a pen watch 
for the man and a pendant watch 
for the lady, courtesy of R & L 
Jewellers and Gifts. A double movie 
pass plus a dinner for two at Maw’s 
Garage Restaurant were awarded as 
third prize. 

All participating firms were given 
prominent display on the large con- 
test poster in the Capitol lobby and, 
in turn, displayed one sheet posters 
advertising Sharky’s Machine. 

Jim and Wayne also set up two 
mannequins in the front lobby win- 
dow — one dressed as a cop and one 
as a robber. These life-like figures 
effectively caught the eye of the 
passerby as well as patrons entering 
the theatre. They also focused more 
attention on the display advertising 
the ‘‘Getaway Weekend”’ contest. 

A pass giveaway on radio station 
CFRW was arranged with the assist- 
ance of Hill Gunn, which resulted in 
a considerable amount of free radio 
advertising one week before the 
opening. 

Needless to say, the picture ‘‘got 
away’’ to a good opening weekend, 
aided and abetted by this fine bit of 
promotion by Jim and Wayne. 


Snakes Scare ’em and 
Sell ’em in ‘‘Venom’’ Promo 


Jim Brega and assistant, Wayne 
Johnson, took full advantage of the 
large front window of the Capitol 
Theatre in Winnipeg to give patrons 
and passersby a twinge of fright as 
they viewed the startling display 
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Cop, left, and Robber, right, are two realistic mannequin figures used in front lobby window 
of Capitol, Winnipeg to promote ‘‘Sharky’s Machine’’. Standee display in centre lists prizes 
and participating sponsors of Jim Brega’s ‘‘Getaway Weekend’’ Contest. 


Petland employee handles the real thing at 
store demonstration promoting ‘“‘Venom”? in 
Winnipeg. 
RNR 


they had set up to promote their 
next attraction Venom. 

A mannequin was made up to 
look as though he had been bitten 
by a snake with blood dripping 
down his face. He held a large (rub- 
ber) snake in one hand and a gun in 
the other and stood beside a one 
sheet advertising the picture. 

They also had a large display card 
promoting the Venom Contest 
wherein some lucky(?) patron could 
win a $50.00 gift certificate towards 
the purchase of a snake or any other 
pet from the Peitland store in Eaton 
Place. 

_The Petland store not only pro- 
vided the prize but also conducted a 
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live snake demonstration with a boa 
constrictor at the store. There were 
plenty of one sheets on display at 
the store advertising Venom to the 
onlookers. 


Five Restaurants Tied 
Into ‘‘Buddy, Buddy’’ Promo 


Those two promotional buddies 
of the Capitol, Winnipeg, Manager 
Jim Brega and Assistant Manager 
Wayne Johnson, successfully tied-in 
with five of Winnipeg’s finest 
restaurants to promote their upcom- 
ing attraction, Buddy, Buddy. 

Each of the restaurants provided 
a $25.00 gift voucher as a prize in 
the ‘‘Take Your Buddy Out’’ con- 
test set up by Jim and Wayne to pro- 
mote the movie, and displayed a one 
sheet advertising the film to their 
diners. 

Five lucky winners each received a 
‘‘dinner for 2’’ voucher, guest 
tickets to a movie and free bowling 
passes. 

A nice night on the town — 
depending, of course, on your 
‘“‘buddy’’! 


Manager Jim Brega, left, and District 
Manager, Brian Cameron, selecting lucky 
patrons who will get to ‘‘take their buddy’’ 
out on the town. 


Trial Balloon, 

Hearts and Flowers, 
Ghouls and Coffins 
Hype Hits in Chatham 


Mary Ellen Brown and her staff 
have been keeping the promotions 
pot boiling at the Centre Theatre in 
Chatham, Ontario, since our last 
issue of Famous News. 

To promote their upcoming en- 
gagement of Night Crossing, Mary 
Ellen and two staff members, Jim 
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Display card for ‘‘Buddy, Buddy’’ promo at Capitol, Winnipeg. 


Centre, Chatham’s 12 ft. lobby balloon all 
set for launch. 


Sanson and Robert Herder, took on 
the laborious task of constructing a 
12’ papier maché baloon as a set 
piece for the theatre lobby. After 


working for more than a week with 
chicken wire, scrap wood, old 
newspapers, paste and paint, their 
creative efforts paid off. The 
balloon didn’t fly, but it sure caught 
the eye — to let patrons know about 
Night Crossing. 

To generate extra interest from 
her patrons for Valentine’s Day, 
Mary Ellen held a ‘‘Valentine 
Sweetheart Draw’’. Over 800 
patrons entered their names in the 
prize drum during the week prior to 
Valentine’s Day and two winners 
received floral arrangements from a 
neighbouring florist and courtesy 
passes to the Centre Theatre as their 
“*Sweetheart’’ prizes. 

For the horror picture, Mother’s 
Day, Mary Ellen was able to pro- 
mote a coffin from the Thames Art 
Centre and other props free of 
charge from a local novelty store (in 
return for advertising the donors’ 
names in the lobby.) 

The coffin was spotlighted in the 
lobby with red and blue floodlights 
and surrounded by cutout skeletons, 
grotesque masks with illuminated, 
flashing eyes and huge spider webs 
made of string. All in celebration of 
Mother’s Day! 
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This composite photo of the Centre, Chatham’s horror promo for ‘‘Mother’s Day”’ shows, left, ‘zombie’ doorman Jim Sanson chained to 
his post. Ghoulish cashier, Jean Sanson and ‘mother’ Mary Ellen Brown attending casket. 


To complete the setting, ghoul- 
ishly garbed cashier, Jean Sanson 
sold tickets to startled patrons and 
her ‘‘zombie’’ brother Jim Sanson 
was secured at his doorman’s post 
by a neck chain to tear them. Mary 
Ellen herself greeted the patrons in 
her flowing black mourning gown. 

It was evidently quite a sight to 
behold. Patrons were greatly im- 
pressed and we’ll bet that the word- 
of-mouth that resulted from the 
promotional stunt exceeded that of 
the movie itself! 

Gotta hand it to Mary Ellen — 
her enthusiasm, energy and effort 
rate a big E for excellent! 


Turn-of-the-Century 
Costumes and Valentine 
Special Promote ‘‘Ragtime’’ 
at Capitol, Chatham 


With an eager and attractive staff 
ready to assist in promoting attrac- 
Hons “at the’ drop of a ‘hat’, 
Manageress Audrey McKenzie of 
the dual Capitol in Chatham, On- 
tario, takes full advantage of their 
enthusiasm. 

For the opening of Ragtime 
her entire staff raided their family 
wardrobes, hat boxes, jewellery 
boxes and what-have-you, to come 
up with costumes reminiscent of the 
early 1900’s period of the picture 
which they wore throughout the 
engagement. 

Since the playdate coincided with 
Valentine’s Day, Audrey ran a 
‘*Valentine’s Day Special’’ wherein 
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What a way to promote the Litter Bag! Centre, Chatham’s ‘skeleton’ staff shows how to use it. 


Capitol, Chatham’s ‘‘Ragtime’’ staff, from left to right, Paul Labelle (doorman), Joann Ever- 
ingham (cashier), Scott Bishop (usher), Gail Everingham (candy girl), Cathy Comeau (candy 
girl), James Bond (usher). 


any patron celebrating a birthday or 
wedding anniversary on that day 
was invited with a guest to the Sun- 
day showing of either current attrac- 
tion Ragtime or The French 
Lieutenant’s Woman. Lady guests 
were also presented with an ‘‘anni- 
versary rose’’. 

Candy girl Gail Everingham 
became somewhat of a fast change 
artist during the Ragtime run. She 
was appearing as a model in a Bridal 
Fashion Show at the Kinsmen 
Auditorium on Valentine’s Day. 
Between the several different bridal 
outfits she wore for the rehearsals, 
the Fashion Show itself and her 
Ragtime costume, she had quite a 
week of dressing up. 

It seems that Audrey McKenzie 
and her staff have adopted the 
policy of ‘‘giving the customer 
something extra’’ when they see a 
movie at the Capitol, Chatham! 


A Sweetheart of a 
Radio Promo in Sarnia 


The Lambton Cinema _ joined 
forces with radio station CKJD ina 
pre-Valentine’s Day promotion to 
select Sarnia’s ‘‘Sweetheart of the 
Year’’. 

Radio listeners calling in worthy 
nominations for ‘‘Sweetheart of the 
Year’’ were awarded a double pass 
to the Lambton Cinema and also 
became eligible for a Grand Prize 
jackpot of gifts from various par- 
ticipating merchants, including a 
Valentine box of chocolates, slip- 
pers, electric lamp, sewing basket 
and kit, movie passes, etc. 

For her in-theatre promotion of 
the ‘‘Sweetheart’’ contest, Lambton 
Manageress, Dale Coleman 
decorated her lobby and confection 
area in Valentine theme and, in re- 
turn for her participation, received a 
total of 250 radio spots and on-air 
mention in connection with the con- 
test and to promote her attractions. 

This is the kind of publicity that 
wins our hearts, Dale. 


Movie Museum 
Front Page News 
in Mississauga 


Jack Boddam, veteran manager 
of the busy Square One Cinemas in 
Mississauga, Ontario, is a_ past 
master at generating free publicity 


Valentine winners, Mr. & Mrs. Stelio Bernardi of Chatham. Mrs. Bernardi holds rose 
presented to her by ‘‘Ragtime cop’’ Chuck Lindsay of the Capitol staff. 


GOPHER DALE? - You betcha! 


Manager Dale Ripplinger of the Capitol, Regina, gets an affectionate hug from Saskatchewan 
Roughrider Mascot, ‘‘Gainer the Gopher’’, during a guest appearance at a Christmas Benefit 
Show Dale arranged in support of radio station CKCK’s Children’s Fund. 
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in the local press for his many pro- 
motions and community projects. 

But even Jack outdid himself in 
obtaining a FULL front page spread 
in the community section of the 
Mississauga News devoted to his 
unique Movie Museum (Nov./Dec. 
81 issue Famous News). 

Headlined ‘Movie Memorabilia,’ 
the February 17 story gave the com- 
plete background of Canada’s only 
movie museum and urged readers to 
see it — even listing the hours when 
it is open to the public. Featured in 
the art layout of the page was a large 
4-column, full-colour photo of Jack 
and Museum Curator, Tom Hoad, 
amongst some of the film relics. 

A real Showman’s ‘‘scoop’’ for 
Jack in making front page news! 


More Mammoth 
Money-Making 
Midnights / Matinees 
in Timmins 

Our intrepid ‘‘Showman of the 
North’’ and 1981 boxoffice champ, 
David Dymond, has sent us his first 
report for January on the weekly 
Friday and Saturday Midnight 
Shows he runs at the Victory 
Theatre, Timmins. 

His performance record for the 
first four weeks of ’82 shows a com- 
bined boxoffice and _ confection 
gross of $11,687.00 and a net profit 
of $4,763.00. 

David has also inaugurated a 
Children’s Matinee series, featuring 
such family classics as Tom Sawyer, 
Huckleberry Finn and the Wizard of 
Oz at a $1.00 admission price. 

Each feature is shown Saturday 
and Sunday and, to date, his first 
four matinee attractions have 
brought in $4,439.00 at the boxof- 
fice; $5,591.00 at the confection 
counter and an overall net profit of 
$4,753.00. 

Sure looks as if David has ‘‘min- 
ed’’ another ‘‘mother lode’’ in Tim- 
mins! 

We'll give you continuing reports 
in future editions of ‘‘Showmen in 
Action”’. 
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New Construction: 


At press time, these two im- 
portant new four-plexes were 
set to open in the Toronto and 
Ottawa-Hull areas. Watch for 
detailed coverage of the open- 
ings and photos in our next 
issue. 


Markville 4 
Cinemas" 


Markham, 
Ontario 


Opening March 19 to coincide 
with the Ontario school break and 
just two days after a gala opening of 
the huge 135-store Markville Shopp- 
ing Centre, this beautiful new 
fourplex ranges in seating capacity 
from 300 to 204 to accommodate a 
total of 984 people. 

Sandy Boyle, formerly of the 
Paramount, Saint John, N.B., is the 
manager. 


Les Promenades 
de L’Outaouais 
Gatineau, 
Quebec 


This beautiful new multiple 
cinema opening March 26 as part of 
the large shopping centre develop- 
ment Les Promenades de L’Outaou 
ais in Gatineau, Quebec, adds four 
screens to the Ottawa-Hull area. 
Cinema 1 will accommodate 270 
people with Cinemas 2,3, and 4 each 
accommodating 230 for a total 
seating capacity of 960. 

The fourplex will feature ex- 
clusive runs of French films as well 
as first-run Hollywood and other 
English language product on day- 
and-date runs with our Ottawa 
theatres. 

Denis L’ Heureux, formerly of the 
Rideau Theatre in Ottawa, is the 
manager. The new complex is 
operated by Cinemas Unis/ United 
Theatres Limited. 


More Famous Theatres 
Equipped with 70 mm 


In keeping with the current trends 
and the Company’s efforts to im- 
prove presentation, six more 
Famous houses are being equipped 
with 70 mm installations. 

The following theatres will be equip- 
ped and ready for the opening of 
our summer product in early June: 


Hollywood Theatre - Toronto 
Scotia Square Cinemas - Halifax 


Claremont Theatre - Montreal 
Palace Theatre - Calgary 
Londonderry Theatre - Edmonton 
Denman Place - Vancouver 


The estimated investment for the 
Company in the up-dating of these 
theatres is half a million dollars. 
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family album 


In the Family Album 
section of our November / 
December 1981 issue we 
presented two ‘‘Cover 
Girls of the future’’. In this 
issue we thought it would 
be nice to present a ‘Cover 
Girl of today’’. This gor- 
geous young lady is Kelly 
Gillies who, coincidentally, 
is related to one of those 
very young ‘‘Cover Girls’’ 
who appeared in that issue. 


As a matter of fact, Kelly 
herself is not all that old. This 
19-year-old student of Sheri- 
dan College was discovered as 
she left a store in her home 
town of Mississauga, Ontario, 
where she worked part-time as 
a cashier. A local poster distri- 
butor had been looking for 
Canadian girls to feature on 
posters to compete with the 
American imports such as Bo 
Derek. Three hundred other 
girls had been interviewed, 
but Kelly was the one chosen 
to start the series. 

We are not experts in the 
science of family relationships 
so we don’t really know how 
Kelly is related to Tara Lind- 
say Pinder other than Tara’s 
grandfather is Kelly’s uncle! 
Those of us at head office are 
not surprised at Doug Pinder 
being involved with two such 
charming young ladies since 
he is noted for his ‘‘grand- 
fatherly’? charm and ‘‘Dutch 
Uncle’’ advice. 
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Send us pictures of yourselves, your 
families, your employees, etc. for 
our FAMILY ALBUM. A note ex- 
plaining the photo would be ap- 
preciated. 


Bews © 


FAMOUS NEWS is published every 
two months by the Advertising 
Department of Famous Players 
Limited in the interest of Famous 
Players employees and associates 
from coast to coast. Any material 
for this magazine should be submit- 
ted to the editor’s attention type- 
written and double-spaced. We 
reserve the right to edit for grammar 
and considerations of space. 
Photographs accompanying 
articles would be most appreciated. 
Address correspondence to: The 
Editor, Famous News, 146 Bloor 
Street West, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 
1P3, Telephone: (416) 964-5964. 
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